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January? 1964 


Honorable J. Lee Rankin 
Counsel to the Special Commission 
Veterans of Foreign Wars* Building 
200 Maryland Avenue, North East 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Rankin: 

The enclosed letter which was forwarded to 
me by the Senate Committee on Foreign Relations is 
transmitted herewith for any action deemed appropriate. 

Sincerely, 


HERBERT J. MILLER. Jr. 
Assistant Attorney General 
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COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RCUATlONS 


December 24 , I963 


Referred to the Department of Justice ; 

The attached communication referring 
to the assassination of President Kennedy 
has been received by the Foreign Relations 
Committee , 

It is forwarded to you for such con- 
sideration as in your opinion it deserves. 
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De mi consideraci6n y respetOo- 

Con el 4nioo y prop6sito de mejor proveer 
en la investigaci6n que procure formalizar ese Con^reso para 
.establecer las causales del aseslnato del Prdsidente Kennedy, 
y ante las referencias de que el arma usada lo fu4 un Fusil 
Mauser Modelo l891,me interesaria conocer fehacientenente si 
en verdad esa arma pertenecd al mencionado Modelo y si es asi 
es de origen Aleman-Acero Krupp y teniendo la numeracidn se 
podria establecer asimismo ejn que forma lo fue en poder del 
supuesto matador .Dfgoles esto con toda resdrva y en base al co- 
nocimiento que poseo de esas armas .Entiendo que esas armasno 
lo fueron nunva de Empresas particulares y ese Modelo fu4 reem- 
plado por el de 1908.- 

De tnener la certeza que fu4 esa el arma ho- 
micida se adlararla un tanto el misterio.- 

Sin otro particular quedo ^Xv/of denes y for- 
fflulado votes para que haga luz en este desgr'^iado proceso.- 


San Jer6nimo 1^69. 
SANTA FE.-R.A. 





Lane’s defense brief 


fer Oswald 




liran^«yJy«ts of the civil liberties aspects of the aasaaalaatl on of 
Lee HarveyOawald, the American Civil Liberties Union said the "PuUBc ’* 
intei'e^'’ woiua oe^served if the commission named by President John- 
son were to make “a thorough examination df the treatment accorded 
Oswald, including his right to counsel, the nature of the Interrogation, 
his phykcal security while under arrest, and the effect of pjetrlal pub- 
IICII 7 on Oswald’s right to a fair trial.” . 

In the public interest the OUARDIAN is devoting one-half of Its 
issue this week to a lawyer’s brief in the Oswald case which has been 
sent by the author to Justice Earl .WarrMi as head of the fact-finding 
commission inquiring into the circumstances of the assassination of 
President Kennedy. The author is Mark Lane, a weh known New York 
defMise attorney, who has r^resented almost all the civil rights dem- 
onstrators arrested in New York. He has also served as defense counsel 
in a number of murder cases involving young persons. 

In 1859, he heljTed organize the Reform Democrats in New York, 
an insurgent movement within the Democratic Party, was the first 
candidate of the movement to be nominated to the New York State 
Legislature and was elected in 1950. 


I In his letter to Justice Warren accompanying the brief. Lane urged 
(hat defense counsel be named for Oswald so that all aspects of the 
base might be vigorously pursued, particularly since Oswald was de- 
nied a trial during his lifetime. It is an ironic note, as the ACLU state- 
ment said, that “if Oswald had lived to stand trial and were convicted, 
the courts would very likely have reversed the conviction because o! 
tho prejudicial pretrial publicity.” 

The GUARDIAN’S publication of Lane’s brief presumes only one 
thing: a man’s Innocence, under UR. law, unless or until proved guilty. 
It Is the right of any accused, whether his name is Oswald, Ruby or 
Byron da la BeckwiUi, the man charged with the murder of Medgar 
Evers in MississlppL A presumption of innocence is the rock upon 
which American jurisprudence zests. Surely it ought to {^>ply in the 
“crime of the cmitory” as in the meanest back-all^ felony. 

We ask all our readers to study this document, show it to as many 
arsons as you can (extra copies ve available on request) and send 
us your comment. Any hifcmnatton or analysis based on fact that ci 
assist the Warren CommUston is in the puMle Interest— 4 ui in' 
Rarest which demands that everything possible be done to estai 
i:he facts in this case. —THE GUARD] 
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— T” ®y ^ .n« 

I N AUi USXLXHOQO there doea not «33n e i^le 
* Amcrlaui eommonltr where neide 13 men or women, 
cood end true, who presume that Lee Harvey Oewakt 
did not aeweelnate President Kennedy. No more savage 
e nmment eaa be made In. reference to the breakdown 
at the Anglo-Saxon system of jurlamudaioe. At the 
vary foundaUon at our Jodielal operaOan lies a eomer- 
stoie whleh abaters the innocent and. guQty alike 
agalnrt group hysteria, manufaotured evMetiee. oter- 
wialnns law enforcement officials. In diort. against 
those faetoia whiai militate tor an automated, pre- 
Jndged. neatly packaged verdlot at guilty. It is the 
sacred right of every ettimn aceuaed of eommttting a 
crime to tbo presumption of Innpoenoe. 

This presumption. It has been written, is n eloek 
donned by the accused iHien the initial eharga la naade, 
and worn by him eontlnnoualy. It ia. worn throogb- 
oot the entire ease prceented against him. snd not 
taken from the defendant until after be hag he4 ea op- 
mtanllr^ eroes-exeadae hostile wttaaaMt present 
hie own wttnesaeo/ and t» testify Wiwself 

Oswald did not testify. Indeed, there will be.-ao ease, 
no trial, and Oewald. murdered while in p^ioe custody, 
still has no lawyer. Under such, eircumataneea the de- 
velopment of a possible defense is difficult, almost hn- 
posi^le. under such drcumstances. the development 
of such a defense Is obUgsitory. 

There will be an investigation. No investlgsiaon, how- 
ever soundly motivated, can serve ss an adequate sub- 
stitute for trial. Law enforcement officials tnvesUgate 
every eiiminal case before It Is presented to a lury. The 
investigation In almost all such cases results in the 
firm conviction by the investigstor that the accused is 
guilty. A Jury often finds the defendant innocent, not- 
withstanding. 

That which intervenes between the sealous Investi- 
gator and the Jvrry Is due process of law. developed at 
great ooet in human life and liberty over the years. It 
is the right to have Irrdevant testimony barred, tt Is 
the right to have facts, not hopes or thoughts or wishes 
or prejudicial opinions, presented. It Is the right to 
test by cross-examination the veracity of every wltaeu 
and the value of his testimony. It Is, perhaps above all, 
the right to counsel of one’s own choice, -so that all the 
other rights may be protected. In this defense, Oswald 
has forfeited ail rights along with bis life. 

The reader. Inundated at the outset with 48 solid 
television, radio and newspaper hours devoted to prov- 
ing the guilt of the accused and much additional "evi- 
dence” since then, cannot now examine this case with- 
out bringing to It certain preconceived Ideas. We ask. 
Instead, only for a temporary suspension of certainty. 


The ease againet Oswald 

L ONO before 06WALD was shot to death in the 
basement of the Dallas courthouse, the Dallas of- 
ficials bad concluded that Oswald was "wttbout any 
doubt the killer." On Saturday, the press was Infomed 
that "absolute confirmation as to Oswald’s gullV* bad 
Just arrived but that the "startling evidence’’ could not 
then be released to the press. 

Immediately after Oswald was slain, the Dallas dis- 
trict attorney, Henry Wade, announced that the "Os- 
wald case was closed.” Despite the deep belief that pre- 
vailed throughout the U.S. as to Oswald’s guilt, doubts 
raised throughout Europe escalated with Oswald's mur- 
der into almost absolute rejection of the prosecution 
case. 

The Justice Department then anruMinesd that the 
case was not closed. Weds called a press conference to 
"reopen” the case. In a radio and television statement, 
publidaed throughout the world, Wade presented, "the 
evldmice. plM by piece, for you.” 



LEE HABVET OSWALD AND THE DALLAS FOUCI 
He was questioned, without counsel, /or 48 howTi 


aimual budget of almost $500,000. For more than fbur 
years he was an FBI agent before becoming dlsILlct 
attorney. 

He boasts of obtaining the death sentence in 23 of 
the 24 capital cases be has prosecuted. It can be as- 
sumed that the Oswald case was by far the most im- 
portant matter that he ever bandied, and that his ap- 
pearance on Sunday to present the evidence was the 
high point of his career. This was an appearance for 
which he had abundantly prepared himself. 

In that light, we now examine the “airtight case,” 
the "absolute confirmation of Oswald's guilt," Wade pre- 
sented 15 assertions, some mere conclusions, some with 
a source not revealed, some documented. 

Here are the 15 assertions; 

1 — A number of witnesses saw Oswald at the window 
of the sixth floor of the Texas School Book De- 
pository. 

2 — Oswald’s palm print appeared on the rifle. 

S — Oswald’s palm print appeared on a cardboard box 
found at the window. 

4 — Paraffin tests on both hands showed that Oswald 
had fired a gun recently. 

5 — The rifle, an Italian carbine, had been purchased 
by Oswald, through the mail, under an assumed 
name. 

8 — Oswald had In his possession an Identification card 
with the name Hldell. 

7 — Oswald was seen In the building by a police officer 
Just after the President had been shot. 

S — Oswald’s wile said that his rifle was missing Friday 
morning. 

8 — Oswald bad a package under bis arm Friday. 

18— Oswald, while taking a bus from the scene, laughed 
loudly as be told a woman passenger that the 


Wade Is not new to the ways of law enfaroement President bad been shot. - 

a nd prosec ution. He has held the post of district attor» TF-A taxi driver. Darryl Click, took Oswald home. 

ney In uallaa 13 years. Be has a staff of >0. and an where be changed bis clothes. 



I* — Owntld aaot-MMl Idlled a polf jer. 

iri&ieM aaw Oswald enter i *rexa« 
li— Oswald drew a ptstol and attempted to UU tbs ar«' 
resUnc offioer. 

15— A map was found In Oswald’s poesesrion abosrtnc 
tbs seens of the asnsstnatlon and tbs bullet’s 
propose d traleetary. 

Penned habtlr. ths list seems Impresshre. But In 
capital eases erldence Is not perused Ugbtly. It Is sub> 
lert to problnc cross fTsinttiaflnn. study and analysis. 
'Ihe moot effSettse tool aTallabls to any defen da nt , 
etoss-eramlnatlnn, Is not arallahlo In this ease. Wa 
rely Instead solely upon press reports of st a temen ts 
made, not by w it ne s s es for the defenee, not by the ds> 
fendant. but by the district attorney. poUee offleea or 
FBI agents. With this oppresshrs reatrletloa In mind, i 
ws more on to an aaalysU of tha evidenoe. | 

PmM One 

A naasber of wUaeesee saw Oswald at Om ahiisw af 
tbs dzth fleer of the Texas Sefaaal Beek Oeperftecy. 

S DICK IT IS ALUBOED that Oswald fhad ttmmtft 
that wtodow, that ssaeition is hnnortant. Wade 
was uBaq al rocal. stating. ‘Tlrst. then was a number 
of witnesses that saw the person with ttao gun on tba 
sixth floor of the bookston building. In tha windosh-. 
detailing the window— when ha was lo oking oni.'* 8ab> 
sequently. It developed that the ’*wtunber of wltnessss* 
was In reality ona witness, who waa quoted aa foOowa: j 
“Z can’t Identify him, but If I sea a nan sd» looks Uka 
him , rn point him (Hit.'* (Newsweek — Dee. 0) Snell 
"identifleadoa’* la at best speeulattfs and would not 
be permitted In that fmrm at trial. 

Polfii Tvoe 

Oswald's palm print appeared an Iba rifle. 

A PALM FBINT. unllka a ftngmprtnt. U not always 
uniquely Identtflahle. Nevertheless, palm prints poa* 
slbly belonging to the suspect and present on a murder 
weapon must be considered important evldenea. If Iba 
<^e did belong to Oswald, the presenoa of pabn prints 
bere might be normal and need not lead to the tnevit> 
ble conclusion that Oswald fired the fatal shots. How<> 
ver, apeeula^n in this area is not now required to 
Wut Wade’s second point. *11X6 FBI now states that "no ^ 
palm prints were found on the rifle." 

This conclusion, first carried in the Fort Worth press, ' 
was later leaked to reporters by the FBI In off-tbe- \ 
record briefing sessions. The FBI at that time took the 
position that “wa don’t have to worry shout prints in 
this case." The FBI indicated anger with Wade for ) 
stating that a palm print was present when in fact U | 
was not. i| 

Point Three l! 

Oswald’s palm print appeared on a cardboard box i 
feoad at the window. 

W ADB STATED, "On this box that the defendant 
was sitting on. his pklm print was found and was 
identified as bis.” Inasmuch as a palm print is not al* t 
ways uniquely Identlflahle. depending on the number 
of diaractertsttcs that are readable, the pahn print 
very likely waa not definitely "Ideotifled as his." 

n had been alleged earlier that the defendant ate 
greasy, fried chicken at the window. The preaeneo 
of a palm print i nd icates that he wore no gloves and 
took no precautions to prevent a trail of flngexprtnts I 
and palm prints. Nevertheless, no prints of the de> i 
fendant were found <m the floors, walls, window ledge. > 
window frame or window. Only a movable cardboard 
carton. subeequmiUy present at the police station while 
the defendant was also there, la now alleged' to have ' 
bis print. 

An over-ssalous investigatory staff mtidit arrange to ! 
sseoie saeb a print after the fact. Certainly tha ban- j 
diing-of tlile sase by tbe Dallas autborttiss wdEfllBivea ' 
QTEMiwBselous dssire to eonvlet tbe dsfendant. A dt*" 


ti-|pt arinyn^v who states falsely that a palm print is 
present on the murder weapon miaht mak e a .yimil ar 
statement in iWerence to a cardboard carton. 

Point Four 

Paraffin tests on bath hands showed that Oswald 
had fired a gun recently. 

P ARAFFIN IS APPLIED to that portion of the hu- 
man body which might come In close contact with 
the gas 'released by a weapon's firing) containing solid 
particles of burned nitrates in suspension. To deter- 
mine whether a pistol <l.e.. a gun> has been fired, tests 
are made of both hands. To determine whether a rifle 
has been fired, tests are made of both hands and the 
area on both sides of the face near the cheekbone, the 
cheek remaining in immediate contact with a rifle 
when the trigger is pulled. 

In the service, as any veteran, including Wade, well 
knows, a rifle is always referred to as a rifle. It Is never, 
under frar of company punishment, called a gun iplstol). 
At Wadr’s press conference, this dialogue took place; 
Beporter: What about the paraffin tests? 

Wade: Yes. I’ve got paraffin tests that showed he 



DALulS DISTRICT ATTORNEY HENRY WADE 

He presents the ‘evidence " — fo the press 


had recently fired a gun— it was on both 
hands. 

Wade: Both hands. 

Reporter: Recently fl"*:; a rifle? — — 

B0W1NII!* A gun. 

Wado: A gun. 


answers, while truthful, were a study In on- _ 
derstatement. The district attorney neglected to state ^ 
the additional facts that tests had been conducted on 
Oswald’s face and that the tests revealed that there 
were no traces of gunpowder on Oswald’s face (Wash*> 
ington Star. Nov. 24 >. One fact emerges here with clstr- 
ity. The paraffin test did not prove Oswsdd fired a rifle 
recently. The test tended to prove Oswald bad not 
fired a rifle recently. This fact alone raises rea- 
sonable doubt that a Jury might utilise in finding the 
..jtelaadant not guilty. 

‘ Point Five — . 

The rltle. an Italian carbine, had been pnrehaaed by 
Oswald' throngii the malt and under an assnnMd name. 

W ADE SAID, “It tthe rifle), as I think you know, 
has been identified as having been purchased last 
March by Oswald, from a msdl-order house, through an 
assumed name named Hldell. mailed to a post office 
box here in Dallas.” Wade said this was the weapon 
that killed the President. / 

Wade had made a very different statement in refer- 
ence to the murder weapon Just a diort while before: 
Just after the arrest of Oswald. Dallas law enforce- 
ment officials announced that they had found the 
murder weapon. Wade and his aaaodates studied the 
rifle. It was shown to the televisien audlenee repeai- 
hto a s mi me enforcement official carried it high in the P 
alf, with hla bare hands on the rifle. After hours of j! 


ixaminatlon Wade said without hesitation, that “th(/ 
imiuder weapon was a Qerman Mauser.” 

The next day It was reported that FBI files shewed 
that Oswadd piuchased an Italian carbine through the 
maU. It was sent to a post-office box maintained by 
Oswald in his own name and also A. Hldell. (Clearly no 
serious effort to escape detection as the purchaser of 
the rifle was made by Oswald, if he did purchase it.) 

Armed with the knowledge that Oswald could be con- 
nected with an Italian carbine (It then not being known 
that the Italian rifle in question might not be able to 
fire three times In five seconds). Wade made a new 
announcement. The murder weapon was not a German 
Mauser, It was an Italian carbine. This prosecution re- 
versal established a high point in vulnerability for the 
trial — the trial that was never to take place. 

Point Six 

Oswald had in his possession an Identification card 
with the name Hldell. 

W ADE SAID, "On his < (Oswald's) person was a pock- 
etbook. In his pocketbook was an Identification 
card with the same name (HidelD as the post-office 
box on it." 

Almost Immediately after Owald was arrested the 
police asserted that he was gulKy of assassination, was 
a Communist, was the head of the New Orleans Fair 
Play for Cuba Committee, and had used an alias. “Dee.” 
the name under which he had rented bis tS-a-week 
room. The following day, after the FBI had revealed 
that Oswald had purchased a rifle under the assumed 
name Hldell, the Dallas DA atwouneed for the first 
time that Oswald had carried an identification card 
under the assumed name HideU on his person when he 
was arrested the previoas day. 

One wonders why the police and the DA, in announc- 
ing Owald's political background, (ailed to mention 
another alias readily available to them. Clearly, the 
suspect was immediately searched when arrested. Clear- 
ly, an Identification card made out to another person 
fitting Owald's description exactly was proof of an- 
other assumed name. Why did the Dallas authorities 
PMbUcly ‘dlacover" the ID card for HldeU after the 
"WM"wmd that Oswald purchased a rifle under thw^Mwa. 
Hldell? 


Point Seven - 

Osaraid was seen fas the bafldtwg by a paliee officer 
jost after the President bad been shat. 

W ADE SAID, “A police officer, immediately after the 
assassination, ran in the building and saw this 
man in a comer and tried to arrest him: but the nun- 
agw of the building said was an employe and it was 
all right Every other employe was- located but thlg de- 
fendant of the company. A description and name of 
him went out by police to loUt for him.” (At this point 
It might be in order to state that all of the Wade quo- 
tations are reproduced unedited, and in their entirety. 
The text of the Wade remarks appeared in the New 
York nmes. Nov. 28J 

Unmcplalned by Wade Is why the officer was gntng 
to arrest Oswald, who was sipping a soft drink in the 
Itmehroom along with others. If the officer had re ae wn 
to single out Oswald for arrest for the assassination at 
that time, it seems unlikely that the mere statement 
that Oswald was an employe might result in Immunity 
from arrest. 

Wade does explain, however, how the almost immedi- 
ate description of Oswald was radioed to the poUee and 
to the citizens of Dallas. The explanation; ‘Every other 
employe was located but this defendant of the com- 
pany." The New York limes (Nov. 23) reported: "About 
90 persons were employed in the Texas School Book 
Depository and most of them were out watching the 
President’s motorcade when the shots were fired.” Po- 
lice cauef (^urry. who was riding in a car just 40 feet 
ahead of the limousine carrying the President, said he 
1 6 ould teU from the sound of the tlu-ee shots that 
I had come from the book company’s building. MonJ ats 
I after the shots were fired. Chuy said, be radioed inra k- 
I' tions that the building be surrounded and sear^aed 

(New York Times, Nov. 24 >. The deployment of 500 of- 
ficers from his 1. 100-man force made fast action pos- 
sible in the manhunt, he said. 

■ The scene painted for us by Wade and Curry fii ds 
I officers immediately rushing to the building to seal! it 
' off and search it. This is the building from which the 
fatal shots allegdedly were fired. 

In these circumstances, is it likely that Oswald was 
permitted to leave the premises after the police had 
aiTlved? Is it likely that Oswald, after killing the Presi- 
dent. and deciding to leave the- premises, decided first 
to stop off for a soda, and had then— only after the 
building was surrounded, sealed off and the search be- 
gun— made an effort to leave? Is it likely that each of 
the almost 90 employes, most of whom were outside of 
the building, engulfed in the panic and confusion at- 
tendant upon the assassination, could easily and quick- 
ly return to his place of employment through the police 
line, w hile still on his lunch hour, so that “every other 
■ SHipiUVe was located but this defendant •! . .“ ’arid the 
description of the one missing emplo.ve radioed at once? 



_ Point Eight ~ 

Oswald's wifr said that thr rifle was missine Friday 

numilnr. 

W ADE SAID. "Ths wif’ had said he had the gun 
the night before, and it was missing that morn- 
ing alter he left." All indications are from statements 
made by other law officials and from FBI private 
briefings that Mrs. Oswald had never been quoted as 
saying anything remotely similar to Wade's assertion. 

Mrs. Oswald was alleged to have said, at the very 
most, that she saw something in a blanket that could 
have been a rifle. However, It soon became plain that the 
Secret Service "leak" was Itself absolutely ‘inaccurate. 
Later we discovered that Mrs. Oswald stated that she 
never knew that her husband owned a rifle nor did she 
know he owned a pistol (New York Times, Dec. 8). 

Perhaps Wade and the Secret Service felt confident 
that. Just as Oswald never got the opportunity to tell 
his side of the story, Mrs. Oswald might also have dif- 
ficulty in being heard. Immediately after the assasslna- . 
tion Marina Oswald. Oswald's wife, was incarcerated 
by the Secret Service. “The widow and relatives of Lee 
Harvey Oswald are being sequestered here (Dallas) by* 
the Secret Service. A spokesman for pie Secret Servlca;, 
said the family was being kept In a secret place foni 
its own protection ... A Secret Service spokesman saiq' 
he did not know when they would be released.” (Nev' 
York Times. Nov. 27.) 

Inasmuch as there will be no trial, Malina Oswald 
clearly Is not being held as a material witness. Since 
the federal government has no Jurisdiction in any 
event, there seems to be no legal basis for her incar- 
ceration. Lee Oswald s mother. Jeopardized by the ex- 
isting hysteria as much as his widow, after being le- 
leaaed from Secret Servlca "protective cust(xly," re- 
quested that a guard be stationed at the d<}or of her 
home. The Secret Service rejected that request, stating 
that she was not in danger. One wonders then why 
Marina Oswald, widely and inaccurately quoted by the 
Secret Service and FBI, has remained in custody and 
practically incommunicado as well. The same issue of 
the New York Times that correctly stated Marina Os- 
wald's view of the rifle said. "Mrs. Oswald has been 
moved from the motel where she was taken with Mrs. 
Marguerite Oswald, her brother-in-law and his wife, 
after her husband was killed. She Is now excluded from 
Oswald's relatives as well as from the public.” Several 
days after the "protective custody” began a reporter 
sought an interview with Marina Oswald. She indicated 
a desire to meet the reporter. The FBI then intervened 
and prevented the interview. 

It would seem that the Secret Service move was dic- 
tated by a desire to prevent any tmtlifal leaks from 
Mrs. Oswald's family or friends or through the press 
in reference to her views. At about the same time more 
Secret Service and FBI “leaks" regarding Marina Os- 
wald's recollection of her late husband's "attempt to 
shoot Gen. Walker with the same assassination rifle” 
flooded the from pages of every dally in Jm esis n ■ 
Marina Oswald's assertion that she never even knew 
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PRESIDENTS ASSASSIN SHOT TO DEATH 
IN JAIL CORRIDOR BY A DALLAS aTIZEN; 
GRIEVING THRONGS VIEW KENNEDY BIEI 


A SWIFT VKKDICT OF OCILTT — N.T. TIMBS HBADUNE NOV, SS 
The Time* later 'regretted’ its /ailitrc to geali/v the word auauin 

that her husband owned a rifle, burled In the 14th j 
paragraph ot a story appearing on page 63 oi the . , 

New York Times. Is a total repudiation ot that fabri- 

cation. !>#»»»*# 

It may be said that when Marina Oswald is released _ ~ w-a * w* w * aw 

ftom -protective custody - she wiU be able to discuss . .!. * * .v 1 

the truth of the statements attributed to her by the ^ «*”*"**' 

FBI, the Secret Service and Wade. The Secret Oervlce ““ 

has "suggested to her (Marina- Oswald) that it might SAID, "The next we hear of him Is on a bus 

be safer and easier for her to return to the ^vlet Union ” where he got on at Lamar Street, told the bus 

th«n to try to live in the United States <Tli^ Dec. 8)." driver the President had been shot, the President. (He> 

Perhaps the Secret Service Intended to Indicate that told the lady— all thU was verified by statements— told 

It would be safer and easier for the Secret Service, the the lady on the bus that the President had been shot. He 

PHI and Wade and the case against Oswald If Mrs. said. -How did he know?’ He said a man back there told 

Oswald quietly left the country. The defendant said. ‘Yes. he’s been shot’ and 

MeanwhUe. back to Wade’s “eUnched case.” Even If . .• .... 

Mrs. Oswald did state that her husband owned a rifle ^ade m^tclllng his «ory made no attempt to ex- 

and that It was missing Friday morning, such “evl- how (Js^ld escapj^ from the buUdl^ <^led off 

dence” would not be admissible under the laws of by scores of Dallw poUw. We leave toat myrtety to 

Texas. The Dallas law enforeement officials, neverthe- '"ter a new one. ^y did C^wald. flwlng ^»c«e of 

less, released that "evidence” to the public and. there- ^ **? 

fore, to aU potential jurors In Dallas. whUe Oswald was , Such behavior Is Imrdly consistent 

alive and facing the posslblUty of trial. Such conduct ' ‘f « hours ^ consistent denl^ of guilt when In 

did violence both to the spirit and letter of law and “’e l^llas authorities ’Ihe ^i^hter on toe 

ethics and to the rights of the defendant. ' unlttely that toe FBIJn o f-the- 

, „ I record briefing sessions for the press, conceded that it 

to view of Marina <>walds lack of knowledge re- , considering that toe bus laughter story 

gardlng the nflc. and In view of the statement made j, consider also the statement by Wade In 

I by Mra Paine, at whose honie toe rifle WM allied to the teUlng of that story, ". . . all thU was verified by 

have been stored, one questions whether Oswald ever j statements " 

actually possessed the rifle. "Mrs. Paine, a Quaker, said 

she had no idea what was in the blanket. She said that I Point Eleven 

because of her personal beliefs she would not allow a , A taxi driver Darryl Click, took Oswald heme, where 

weapon of any sort in her home." (New York -World ^ lio changed hk eletbsa. 

Telegram and Sun. Nov. 25-. ^ADE SAID. -He then-the bus. he asked toe bus 

ww driver to stop, got off at a stop, caught a taxicab 
driver, Darryl Click — I don’t have his exact place — and 



Point Nine 

Oswald had a package under his arm Friday. 

T he PROSECUTOR said. "This day he went home 
one day earlier on Thurstlay night, and came back 
to— with this fellow — and when he came back he had 
a package under his arm that he said was window 
curtains. I believe, or window shades." 

If Oswald were alive, we would proceed to ask him 
whether he carried a package to work Friday morn- 
ing. and if so. what was in the oackage and what hap- 
pened to the contents. If Mrs. Oswald were not locked 
up in a secret location we mlsht ask her about the pack- 
age. Wade has not indicated what evidence regarding 
the package led him to the conclusion that .^lB_aU£Ced 
(to&t it frSntaincd the murder weaooni 







went to his home in Oak C 'hanged his clothes i 
htiBisdbb-And left." 

On Nov. 27, It, was conceded that “Darryl CUck" did 
not drive a in which Oswald was a hasKnger. 

When “Darryl CUck”^ disappeared from the case. “Wil- 
liam Whaley” appeared as the man who drove Oswald, 
not home, but at least in that general direction. 

Oswald, It is alleged, fired the shots that killed Ken- 
nedy from the sixth floor of the building. Oawald. it is 
alleged, then walked down four flights of stairs, pur- 
chased a soft drink and was sipping it while a police 
officer approached him on the second floor. 

Oswald, it Is alleged, later left the building, slip- 
ping through the police cordon and proceeded through 
the panicked street crowds until he found a bus. Os- 
wald. it is alleged, then boarded the bus. paid his fare, 
got a transfer (that he never used* and spoke to the 
driver about the assassination. 

The driver referred a woman to Oswald, it is alleged, 
and Oswald spoke with her about the shooting. Oswald, 
it Is alleged eventually left the bus after riding about 
six blocks and was walking “from Commerce Street" 
when the taxicab driver, now named “WUlisun Whaley" 
saw him. Oswald, it is alleged, hailed the taxi, and en- 
tered it. “William Whaley’s” log shows that Oswald > 
entered the taxi, after having completed this entire 
trip, at exactly 12:30 p.m. The shots that killed Ken- 
nedy were fired at 12:31 pjn. , 

Point Twelve | 

Oswald shot and killed 'a poUee officer. | 

W ADE SAID. “He walked up to the car. Officer Tip- 
pit stepped out of the car and started around lA 
He shot him three times and killed him.” jl 

This allegation isn’t directly related to the murder ol 
(he President but it raised interesting points. 
i ’The Dallas authorities first said Tlppit was shot ' 

1 1 a movie theater. Later, it was reported that he was 
I iiot on one street and, still later, on another street, ! 
‘the first charge against Oswald was not for the mur- • 
der of the President but for the murder of Tlppit. That i 
charge was made while the investigation of the Ken- I 
nedy shooting was still going on. Wade announced that 
the ’Tlppit case was absolutely set and that all the ' 
evidence proved Oswald shot the officer. 

In view of the certainty of the prosecutor as to a ' 
case that bad been entirely locked up two days before. ; 
the following dialogue (at the press conference) is j 
rather curious. { 

Reporter. Was this (where Oswald shot Tlppit i in front i 
of the boarding house? j 

Wade: No, it’s not in front of the boarding house. ] 

Reporter: Where was it? 

Wade; I don’t have it exact. 

Point Thirteen 

A witness saw Oswald enter the. Texas Theater. 

W ADE SAID, “Someone saw him go in the Texas 
’Theater.” 

’There has been little conflict about that assertion. 
Th^ first statement by Dallas authorities indicated that 
the theater cashier was so suspicious when she saw Os- 
wald change from seat to seat nervously that she i 
telephoned the police. I 

It soon became obvious that a cashier at a post out- 
side of the theater might have difficulty watching the i 
customers once they entered. So the authorities then 
indicated that an usher saw Oswald changing seats. 
The last version has a person outside the theater noti- 
dng O swald's suspldous action, following him into the . 

■ BWgBer. sealing off the doors with the assistance of 
the usher, and then notifying the police Ataagiigtua j 
telephone call made by the cashier. 


(MiwhuesUons peripheral to the arrest in »■- »■ — 
>*”***• What did Oswald do before entering the 
thMter to attract attention? In what manner were his 
actions • suspicious?" We have been told by the newly 
^ergmg firearm-psychologist experts that although 
Oswald was not particularly talented with a rifle, his 
psychotic condition” may have given him “nerveless 
coordination" so that he might fire accurately 
. Evidently that “nerveless coordination” was not pres- 
ent outtide the theater, although It could have saoear«i 

Eo'Ssi^d that he had committed the perfect inime, 
had escaped the poUce at the Texas Book Depository 
and was now far removed from the scene. Pranttc ac- 
tions by Oswald, so obvious as to. attract the attention 
of a passerby, In these circumstances, also seem Incon- 
sistent with Oswald’s reported demeanor moments after 
the President had been shot. At this time a policeman 
charged up the stairs of the book depository, pointed 
a gun at him and sought to arrest him for shooting the 
President. 

Oswald’s employer described Oswald's condition at 
that time as “cool as a cucumber — although he seemed 
a little bothered by the gtm.” (Washington Post, Dec. 1 • 

Point Fourteen 

Oswald drew a pistol and attempted to kill the ar- 
resting offleer. The firing pin struck and marked the 
bnllei bat it did not explode. 

W ADE SAID. “He (Oswald) struck at the officer, put 
the gun against his head and snapped it, but did 
not — the bullet did not — go off. We have the snapped 
bullet there. Officers apprehended him at that time . . . 
It misfired being on the — the shell didn’t explode. We 
have where it hit It. but It didn’t explode.” 

Wade was attempting to indicate that when Oswald 
was arrested in the theater he tried to shoot the arrest- 
ing officer and did In fact pull the trigger of the pistol. 
There can be no question that the trigger was pulled 
since Wade assured us. in bis fashion, that the firing 
pin struck the bullet and marked the bullet. He further 
assured us bis office has the “snapped buliet" in its 
possession. The arresting officer, however, policeman 
MacDonald, told the story differently; “I got my hand 
on the butt of his gun,” said MacDonald. "I coild feel 
Oswald's hwd on the trigger. I Jerked my hand and 
was able to slow down the trigger movenumt. He didn’t 
have enough force to fire it. (Washington PMt. Dee. l.> 
(Confronted with a resume or that report, Wade quicki 
ly adjusted to It; 

Repo^r: There was one officer who said that he pulled 
the trigger, but be managed to put his thumb 
in the part before the firing pin. It didn't 
strike the — the bullet didn’t explode. Is 
that . . . ? 

Wade: I don’t know whether It’s that or not. I know 

be didn’t snap the gtm is all I know about 
it. (New York Times, Nov. 20.) 

We leave this incident bearing In mind one remark- 
able fact. Physlclal evidence. Introduced by Wade — a 
b ullet m arked by a firing pin in an attempt to kill a 
' P0UU*^flcer — now was repudiated by the uff l t e i wh o 
was an eyewitness and by Wade himself. 




') 


Point Fifteen 


taimd tai Oswald’* piwssriiw— Wmt the 
s«ene of the aanaetaiatioii and the ballet’s trajeetorj. 


Oswald the Man, 
Dallas Cops Sure 


THE DAIJLAS COPS CEBTAINLT MADE THE NEWS 
This appeared in the N.Y. News, Nov. 24 


T he da? AJPTER wade’s historic press conference. 

and three days alter the Oswald arrest, a new dis- 
covery was made. 

“Today Mr. Wade announced that authorities had 
also found a marked map, showing the course of the 
President's motorcade, in Oswald’s rented room. Tt 
was a map tracing the location of the parade route.' 
the district attorney said, ‘and this place Cthe Texas 
School Book Depository, a warehouse from which the 
fatal shots were fired I was marked with a straight line.’ 
Mr. Wade said Oswald had marked the map at two other 
places, ‘apparently places which he considered a pos- 
sibility for an assassination.’ ’’ (New York Ttmea, Nov. 


25.) 

A document written by the defendant showing his In- 
tention to commit a crime Is important evidence. It 
seems Incredible, were such a map in the hands of the 
Dallas authorities on the previous ihy when Wade pre- 
sented the evidence, “piece by piece," that he would 
have neglected to mention it. — 

Oswald was arrested three days prior to the map an- 
nouncement. On the day of his arrest police removed 
all of his belongings from his room, telling the land- 
lady that Oswald, “would not return." One wonders 
where the map came from three days later. The same 
newspapers that hailed the discovery of the map Nov. 
25, without a single question as to its legitimacy, origin, 
or previous whereabouts, totally Ignored or burled the 
last comment regarding this important document. “Dal- 
las officials yesterday denied that such a map exists.” 
'Washington Post. Nov. 27.) 



The people vs. OsweUd j 

HEN A CRIMINAL CASE is brought in federj 
court against an individual, it is entitled, "TK 


.1 

e 


Pd5pie of the United States against" the named de- 
fendant. No federal charge was lodged against Oswald; 


howerer. In tr algnlfteant aeaae the eaa e beeanaa 

th* M Its tnatitiitkiiis against*sarBaB. 

Very likely no praapeeCtre defendant In the history of 
drlllzatloa has been tried and condemned throogfa the 
0 , the thoroughly as was Oswald. 

The American Ciiil Ubactles Unko oommented oa 
Dee. 6: 

“It la our opinion that lee Harvey Oswald, had ha 
Uved. would have been dept t ee d of aQ op portant ty to 
leoeive a fair trial by the eoodnet of the poUee and 
proeeeuUng offldala in Pallaa, under pc a mure from the 
public aod the newa media. 

“Prom the moment of faia arreet unto hla murder tvn 
days later. Oswald waa triad and oonyloted many thnea 
over in the newapapera. on the radkk and over Mevlaian 
by the puhUe statementa of the Pallaa law enforaoMnt 
nfflriala Time and again high-ranking ptdiee and prea e - 
cutlon nffirtai* atato their complete eatlsfaetion ttiet 
Oewaht traa the amaalni Aa their inveaUgatton' «M 0 »* 
ei«d one pieea of evidence after another, the leautte 
were broedcast to the publie. 

. . Oawald’a trial would . . . ham been nothtng but 
a hollow fonnaUty.** 

Ill I PMsUon beaded *701100 BeaponaSUllty ior 
weld’s kUilng** the ACLXJ a t a t e d that the oonceationa to 
the media “leaulted In Oewald being deprived not only 
of bis day In court, but of hla life as weU.** 

On Dee. t the cbanceDor-eleet of the Philadelphia 
Bar Aaeoclatlon stated that lee Oswald had been 
“lynched” and that this was an “Indletinmt” of the 
legal profession for Its failure to iproteet Oswald (New 
York Timea. Dec. 5). These two commenta, made after 
the death of Oswald and buried by the newa media 
under the avalanche of news attacka against Oswald 
(InclwUng the FBI leaks of oUier crimes aUeged to bam 
been committed by him), constitute to date almost the 
only Indication of sanity In the ooimtiy. 

After Oswald’s death, the ?BI acted to prevent cer- 
tain Information from reaching the public. “Most pri- 
vate citizens who had cooperated with newsmen report- 
ing the crime have refused to give further help after 
being interviewed by agents of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation.” (New York Times, Dec. 0). The FBI 
acted, not to protect the rights of a defendant, but, 
after he was murdered, to protect the Inconsistent evi- 
dence from further scrutiny. Mrs. Oswald, still In Secret 
Service custody, hidden In an unknown location, waa 
(luoted on the hont pages of papers throughout the 
country Dec. 6 and 7 as Implicating Oswald In another 
crime. Such a quotation could have come only frun a 
Secret Service or FBI leak. No one else had access to 
Anri so the Insanity accelerates until the few re- 
maining’ vestiges of doubt as to Oswald’s guilt are 
obliterated from the American scene. 

However, let It not be said that the lawyeB &R not 
aroused by an attorney’s giving statements to the 
public In relation to a pending case. "A Dallas Bar 
Association grievance committee met three hours last 
night on charges that Tom Howard, attorney for Jack 
Ruby, had violated legal ethics by discussing Ruby's 
case with the press ... No charges had been place 
against District Attorney Henry Wade.1' (New York 
Post, Dec. 6) 

When an entire society moves in for the kill, logic la 
* weapon of doubtful value. Were logic to prevail, a 
number of questions might be raised for rational de- 
liberation. For example, one might inquire why the 
FBI, having questioned Oswald Just a week before the 
assassination and having discovered that he worked In 
a building directly on the President's line of march, and 
knowing that Oswald had purchased a rifle, did not 
watch him on the day of assassination. Certainly, a 
«m*ii portion of the millions of dollars bestowed upon 
the FBI each year and utUlmd fen: following persons of 
unorthodox political views and tapping their tele- 
phones might have been made available uneler these 
clreumstanees, as part of what the FBI and Secret 
sei'Vlue referred to aa the “greatest security nimviainna 
ever taken to protect an American — *■ " 


The question of motive 

|i||HETHER THE DALLAS POLICE through com- 
Ww pUdty or complacency permitted the murder of 
the defendant by a police department friend after two 
wamlngB through the FBI that auch an attempt would 
be made ihould be a matter for preas diaeusaion. 
Whether or not the FBI ahowed Mrs. Oswald, the de- 
fendant'a mother, a picture of Ruby before Ruby mur- 
dered Oawald would ordinarily demand media debate. 

There are two mattera not even commented upon by 
the press to data— Oswald’s motive and Oswald’s plan 
for escape. Oswald seemed to respect President Ken- 
nedy. If Oswald were a leftist, pro-Sovlet and pro-Cuban, 
did he not Icnow that during the last year, with the as- 
sistance of President Kennedy, a better relationship 
was In the proc es s at developl^ between the U.S. and 
the Soviet Union? Even the relations between the U.S. 
and Cuba, while still extremely unfriendly, have prog- 
ressed past the stage of military Intervention. Fidel 
Castn himself stated. Just before the President’s death, 
“He (Kennedy) has the pooslblllty of becoming the 
greatast-Sbesident of the United States . . i He bus 


come to understand many things over the . last few 
months . . . Tm convinced that anyone else would be 
worse.” (New York TimeB. Dee. 11) 

The press made much of the fact that Oswald had 
been seen with a copy of the Worker, a Communist 
publication, and that he bad received at least two let- 
ters from the Communist Psuty. A New York newspaper 
referred to him editorially as a “Communist murderer.” 
Did Oswald know that the UB. Communist Party sup- 
ported Kennedy when he ran for the presidency In 1960 
and that within the last six months Ous Hall urged the 
Communist Party, which be leads, to endorse and sup- 
port Kennedy again? 

Why should (Oswald wish to assassinate the Presi- 
dent; and after firing at the President, how did he plan 
to escape? Did he wish to flee from the building? If so, 
why did he remain in the lunchroom sipping a soda? 
Was he in a hurry? If so, why did he take a ride on a 
bus? It was a very warm day in Dallas. Mrs. Kennedy, 
sweltering in the open moving car, later said that she 
was looking forward to the cool relief of riding through 
the underpass Just ahead. Why then, did Oswald, seek- 
ing to escape the police, go home to pick up his Jacket? 
If he was planning to leave the city, why did he then 
go to a movie Just as the city-wide search was gaining 
Intensity? 

These are genuine areas for speculation by the press 
now that the defendant is dead. ’These are, nevertheless 
almost the only areas left unexamlned by the media. 

Perhaps some day, when America Is ready for the 
sunlight of reason to penetrate the national mind, now 
. Amerrte a false and unfair conclusion, this article an d 
others far more comprehensive may be read.’ 


- An affirmative case — 

U NDER OUR SYSTEM of Justice a defendant need 
not prove he is Innocent. It is the obligation of 
the prosecutor to attempt to prove the defendant guilty 
beyond a reasonable doubt. Should the prosecutor fail 
to sustain that burden, the defendant must be declared 
not guilty. 

In the case of Oswald, hysteria and Intolerance have 
so swept our country that the protections guaranteed 
by our O>nstltution and by our traditions have failed 
to operate. Since irrationality Is the implacable foe of 
Justice and due process, we are compelled to depart 
from ordinary legal procedure. At this point we shall 
submit an affirmative case. We shall attempt to present 
facts that tend to prove that Oswald did not shoot 
President Kennedy. 

A denial by a defendant that he committed a crime 
when support by testimony as to his good character 
Is sufficient in and of itself to cause a reasonable doubt 
which, even in the face of evidence to the contrary, 
may result in acquittal. 

Oswald denied he shot anyone. He stated that the 
charges against him were “ridiculous.” He persisted In 
his denial despite the fact that he was questioned for 
46 hours without the benefit of counsel. 

Denial of counsel, when coupled with extensive ques- 
tioning. Is Improper and contrary to long-establlslikl 
principles of law. This principle was developed out 


rnrulslon against the ancient trial by ordeal or trM 
I 1 1 fire which forced a person accused of a crime \p 
eioperate In the prosecution of his own case. Otw 
cimstltutlonal protections, including the Fifth Ameni^ 
ment to the U.S. Constitution, were developed. It wm 
found that not only would guUty persons confess when 
: sufficient preasiue was placed against them, but In- 
: nocent persons also were likely to succiunb. 

Oreat pressure was placed against Oswald. He stood 
all alone condemned as the slayer of a popular leader. 

I “(Oswald was pummeled by the arresting officers until 
j his face was puffed and battered. ’Kill the President 
I will you?’ one officer shouted in a choked voice.” 
j (Washington Pest, Dec. I.) 

m addition ’’Oswald received a black eye and a cut 
I on his forehead.” (New York Times, Nov. 24.) 

When a reporter asked Oswald in a televised Inter- 
view bow be received the bruises and cuts on bis faoe. 
be answered eahnly, ”A policeman hit me.” 

For 48 houia, Oswald was denied the elementary 
right to counsel of his choice. The Dallas police falsely 
told the attorneys for the A(XU that Oswald “did not 
want oounaeL” Despite physical abiue and abeoluta 
isolation, Oswald continued to state that he was In- 
nocent. E a ch previous assassin of an American presi- 
dent immediately and boastfully declared get 


' Charaeter witnt^ ^ * 

Tlie prew hM bem glutted wttb fttU»'upoa Otwmld 
sinoe hia death, with each Inlonnant lasatog aell-seiT- 
lac dedaratkna aa to tala own ability to d^eot Indplwnt 
mental pcoblema or character wealrnrwaa. wben Oawald 
waa moA Toonger. 

A former probaden officer In New York CU 7 pemfit* 
ted aa I nte rr t ew wbkh violated prlndplea of a pair* 
Ueged and protected lelatlonataip b e twe en htanaelf and 
a roung boy. A lua Uce of the Family Ooort releaaad 
reeorda to the rai, and the Information waa catiled- 
In.tbe pren. 

Neverttaeleaa. tboaa who knew Oswald a UOla better 
bad rather kind things to say about tahn. At A 
trial, their teettmony could hare been deelalve. The as> 
aoetate pastor of First 'Dhttarlan Church. Dallaa. Rer. 
Bjrrd d e a crl b e d Lee Oswald as "erudlta.'* 

had a good vocabulary. No dangling partldples or sidtt 
Infinitives. In the dictionary definition of the word 
'intellectual' be waa an intelleetaal.’* Helllgaa added 
that he eenaed "no froatratton through erudUion. Hh 
was calm." tWashlngton Feat. Dee. l.) ^ . 

Ballen, described In the press aa a “RepuW* 
can petroleum economist In Dallas,** said he ftaund Lao 
Oswald to be "an Independent, thinking, taniulrtng 
young man ... He waa a rather frail person pbystcaUy.. 
At least to me. be waa the kind of person I eould like. 
I kind of took a Uklng to him, I wanted to help him a 
little bit. .... He had a kind of Cttiandi, far-off look 
about him.” (Washington Post. ^Dec. 1.) 

Roy Truly, the director of the depoeitory where Os- 
wald was employed, said of Oswal<L “Re seemed just 
a normal, «ulet young fellow.” 

Mrs. Paine, with whom his wife and children lived 
and where he stayed on weekends, said, "Marina (Leo 
bswald's wife) felt very favorably toward the President 
and his family. Most of what she learned of American 
lews was provided by I<ee, who translated from news- 
papers and news magazines. Marina said he never trans- 
ferred any negative feelings toward President Ken- 
nedy." (Washington Foe*. Nov. 28.) 

Mrs. Paine also stated that, “As far as I know Oswald 
had never been critical of Kennedy. He had been criti- 
cal of General (Edwin! Walker, but I never heard him 
say anything against the President. In fact, it was my 
Impression that he respected him." (New York World 
Telegram and Sun, Nov. 25.) 

In 1969, Oswald was Interviewed by Priscilla Johnson, 
an American correspondent while In Moscow. She re- 
potted, “I found him rather likeable. He was quiet and 
didn’t have a vehement maimer. He was so very young. 
He was someone you would try to help.” 

Mrs. Luella Merrett, principal of West Rldglea Ele- 
mentary School which Oswald attended, said. "If be 
had problems, we did not recognize them ... He wae 
interested in things.” 

Were the case to be tried, persons ordinarily selected 
as character witnesses would Include his employer, e 
minister, his landlady, a respected businessman, a cor- 
respondent who knew him abroad, the Quaker family 
with whom Us wife resided and bis school teachers. 
Judging by the Initial response, one could eonclude~that 
character testimony for Lice Oswald would be compel- 
Ing. 

Time, place amJ Oswald 

I N ADDITION to consistent denial of guilt by tb« 
defendant and statements of character witnesses 
that seem to indicate a person different from the dis- 
turbed, hostile character usually associated with tbs 
particular (arlme. a defendant may offer testimony In- 
dicating that he was somewhere other than at tbs 
scene of the crime when it was committed. We. of 
course, can't get such information from this defendant. 

However, a valid defense could result In showing that 
-vpn If the defendant were at the scene hs could not 


carbine, he -O not have fired threadiotB tbatstmdc 
Pimililimt Kennedy and Oov. Oonnally. 

The official hoestBlrte repo rt filed bg die MslHTl'o- 
Uss Department, attested to by two poUee effioen, statee 
under the section “Piece of O ccur re nc e”; "Elm Street 
(anpraximately 150 feet west of Boaston).” The report 
also states under the section "Pronounced dead by Ftay- 
sielan.” the name "Dr. Kemp Clark, 1 pun.. Parkland 
HospKai." 

A motion picture taken of the President just belbre, 
during and after the shooting, and demonstrated on 
telsvlslon showed that tbs President was looUng dlreet- 
Ir ahead when the fliet shot, whldi entered hla throat, 
was fired. A series of stlQ pictures taken firom the mo- 
tlea picture and published In Life magailne on Nov. 
20 show exactly the same situation. The Life pictures 
also reveal that the car carrying the President waa 
wen past the turn from Houston St. and a nnnstdwr- 
ahle dlstanee past the depoeitory building. The LUd 
esthimte in an accompanying caption states that the 
car with the President was 75 yards past the sixth- 
floor window wben the first shot was fM. 

The New York Ttancs (NOv. 27) reported: "Dr. Kemp 
Clark, who pronounced Mr. Kennedy dead, said one 
(boUstl struck him at about the necktie knot. Tt 
rsnged downward In his chest and did not exit’, the sur- 
geors said. The second be called a ‘tangential wound’, 
cauaed by a bullet that struck the ‘right back of his 
head*.” 

Tire New York Herald Tribana (Nov. 27) said: "On 
the basis of accumulated datsi. Investigators have con- 
eluded that the first shot, fired as the Presidential ffx 
waa approaching, struck the President in the neck Jut 
above the knot of his necktie, then ranged downwilrd 
Into his body.” 

Surgeons who attended the President at the Parkland 
Memorial Hospital described the throat wound as "an 
eirtrance wound." (St Louis Fost-Dlsvatcli. Dee. 1), 
"Hiey said it was in-tbe center of the front Just below 
the Adam’s apple, at about the neckUe knot” (Ibid.) 
Dr. Malcolm Perry began to cut an sir passage In the 
President’s tbrost in an effort to restore an atr pas- 
sage and start his breathing. The Indslon was 
made through the bullet wound, since it was in 
the nonnal place for the opeikUon. ”Dr. Perry de s cribed 
the buUet bole as an entrance wound.” (IblcL) Dr. Rob- 
ert N. McClelland, one of three surgeons who partici- 
pated In the operation, said "It certainly did look like 
an entrance wound.” (Ibid.) Dr. McClelland said he 
saw bullet wounds every day, "sometimes several a day. 
This did appear to be an entrance wound.” (Ibid.) 

On Nov. 27. the Secret Service re-enacted the assas- 
sination of the President. "The purpose was 'to test 
whether It could be done the way we believe It was 
done’ sn official source said.” (New York Ttasee, Nov. 
2S.) The consensus was "that the shooting began after 
the President’s car had made the turn Crom Houston 
Street Into Elm Street.” (New York Times, Nov. 28.) 

In an interview broadcast from Dallaa Nov. 27, Oov. 
ConnaUy told Martin Agronsky that the shooting be- 
gan after the car had turned the comer. (New York 
Ttaea. Nov. 28J 


"have committed the crime. Such a defense la avaUablO, 
If Oswald was <m the slztta floor of the book depcsMseT" 
armed with the alleged murder weapon, a 8Jnun lUUaa 


XT the throat wound resulted from a shot fired from 
the book depository the President would have bad to 
turn around with his throat facfhg almost directly to 
the tear. J>c. McClelland stated that the doctors postu- 
lated thet "he (the President) would heve had to be 
looking almost completely to the rear." (St. Louis Feet- 
IHrestrh, Dec. 1.) The Washington oorrespondent for 
the Fom-lNupatcIi stated that, “The moUon pictures, 
however, showed the President looking forward.” (Dec. 
I.) "Mrs. Jobaa Oonnally. the wife of the Texas Oov- 
emor, has said that she had Just told tff. Kennedy, 
*You cant say Dallas isn't friendly to you today,’ Pre- 
’NDiably he was about to reply when he was h it." 
(Q)1(L) Mrs. COnnally was seated In front or the 
dent. 


Relylns, therefore, upon the HoC^ Ae nw 

_ w ith the D allas Police by two offloers who were eye- 
' wllnesees,* the motlmi plcturee taken of the shootlnc. 
Still shots taken from the motioa ptetmes, the state- 
ment at Oar. Oonnally. the eonsensus of those who re- 
enacted the scene under supervision of the SeenS Serv- 
ice. and the repmt the attendlna phyaielanak we may 
conclude that the shot was Hied while the of the 
ftestdent was to the sixth-flow window and many 
yards removed from that window and that the bullet 
entered the front of the President's throat. 

If Oswald was at the sixth-floor window, as alleted. 
when the President was shot It would have been physi- 
cally Impossible for him to have fired the first shot 
struck the President. In the words of Richard Dudman. 
the conespondent for the Poat-Diapate]i (Dee. 1>, '*Ihe 
Question that sugrests Itself Is; How ooold the Presi- 
dent have bem shot in the frant from the back?** 

The sfun and the experts 

T he QDBBXIOH now arises aa to whether any ona 
man, even a skilled expert, eontd have find the 
three shots within a period of five eneofids. An Otympte 
rifle cbamptoo. Hubert Hammerer, said he doubted it 

oodd be dime with the weapon aPegedlr used. Th e 
DattawebmUt. Oil Decker, said he believed tnieeanota 
"eould be fired in lesa than 20 a ee o n da.** fWashtncton 
Peat. Nov. 27.) The PHI and the wltawasea acrae the 
^i«p— d period waa five seconds, possibly five and one- 

fQQOlMtiM 

life tn«f»ine (Dcc. 6) hired a skilled marksman, the 
director of the National Rifle Asaoelatkm. to fliw a 
rimiiar rifle. The best he. could do was *Thiee hits tn 
6d seconds.” The New York Times. Nov. 23 reported; 
”Aa marines go. lies Harvey Oswald waa not highly re- 
garded as a rifleman.” j 

Debate will continue whether the rifle In question 
was capable, in the hands of an expert, of the p erform- 
tuice the prosecution insists It gave. AH agree, however, 
that such a remarkable display of shooting would be 

^ M ew \farK Post I 

^ I y . — EitTioi 

ASSASSI 


AME 


A PBBSDMPTION OF GUILT IN THE PUBUC PBESS 
The toop the H.Y. Post expressed it Nov. 24 

beyond the ability of any person less qualified. To 
maintain the ability to fire a rifle a cc urat ely, one must 
practice cimtinually. Oswald’s wife and the Pains fam- : 
ily. all of whom lived in the house where the rifle was | 
allegedly stored, did not even know Oswald owned a 
rifle. This would seem to indicate an extremely limited 
umge^the rifle at the very most. Oswald did not 
have the RQUlslte sUn to fire three acc u w rt » s h ots | 
wlibln 5^ seeonds at a moving target. I 


Other uncertainties 

■P OSWALD WAS WHERE the PHI and the Dallaa 
I District Attorney said be was when the riiots were 
•flted and U the President was a s sa s sina t e d by 
•on mm charged-Iiee Harvey Oswald ia «**“®**;*J^ 
not guilty. Oswald waa In the wrong piaeo and did no* 
have sufficient time to shoot President Kennedy as 
charged. 

The facto as presented to date by the PBI «nd 
T>y n»» dlatrict attorney (soon to be rewritten no douw 
barn overcome the presnmptlon of guilt manufactured 
when the case waa init i a t e d. 

Dudman wrote In the St Lotda Peet-DIwa** (D» 
D* "Another unexplained circumstonee is a smau hole 
in ttw wimtthlekl of the presldenttal llmous^ 

uhd oiiB oUmt nuuB atkW th® bote* wWtt 
naembted a bullet bole, aa the automobile tto^ at the 
emergency entrance while the President was 
being treated inside the building. 

"The Secret Service kept poesesslon of the auto- 
mobile and flew it back to Washington. A s p ok emy 
for the agency rejected a request to «*>«>«* 
here IWashingtonl. He declined to discuss any hole 
there might be tn the windshield.” 

Undoubtedly the Secret Service ha* placed the auto 
in protective emtody. ”ln a secret ptoca for Its own 
protection.” 

Dudman contlnned to preeent startling tofoimaton. 
“Uncertainty sunwunda the number of shote fl ^. 
(Ibid.) Although most wltnesms heard three Aoto 
within a period of ftre seconds it seems that five bullets 
have been discovered. 

“The first bullet 1* said by the doctors to have Mi- 
tered the throat, coursed downward and remained in 
the president’s body. The second waa extracted f^ 
Oov. COnnally’s t*»ig b It had lodged there after enter- 
ing the right side of hla beck, passing through his body 
fjZt tiirough bis wrist. A third, which may be the one 
that struck the back of Mr. Kennedy’s head, was re- 
covered from the stretcher on which be was carried 
into the hospltaL A fourth was found In fragment* In 
the car. Still another bullet was found by Dallas police 
offleers after the shooting. It was tn the graM oppoelto 
the point where the President was hit. They did not 
know whether K had anything to do with the shooting 
of the Presldmit and the Oovemor." (Ibid.) 

One point does emerge with abnlute clarity. Hie 
theory held by the Dallas police and supported repeat- 
•dy^by tbePBX that "there Is an airtight ease against 
Oewald aa the sale kllleri* is based upon aa Investiga- 

MO poor aa to be tncredlUe or an tnvestlgaOoii de- 



; 


TOted to a particular conclusloa at the outaeh 

- — ' The inveatigation 

The FBI. having completed Its investigation, has sub- 
mitted what amounts to its findings and conclnsKms 
as welL The verdict, deftly and covertly divulged to the 
press, and then blared forth throughout the world, 
is Impressively simple: “Oswald Is the assassin. He 
acted ahme." Tliis remarkable law enforcement and 
investigatory agmcy, unable to solve a single one of 
tho more than 40 Birmingham bombings, is now able 
to funcUon as investigator, prosecutor. Judge and Jury. 
No other American agency has presumed to occupy so 
many positions of trust at one time. 

The essential problem is ttmt no investigating agency 
can faisly evaluate the fruits of its own work. Were 
the FBI certain of Its conclusions it seems likely it 
would not be so reluctant to permit witnesses to talk 
with the press. It might not feel the need continually 
to leak information favorable to its verdict to the press. 
Most disquieting of all, however. Is that the FBI, oiu:e 
wedded to a cotKhislon conceived before Investiga- 
tion. might be motivated to discover evidence which 
supports that conclusion. Within a few hours after 
Oswald was arrested the Dallas police, with the FBI 
I at its side, atmounoed the very same verdict now rein- 
I forced by the latest FBI discoveries. Onder such cir- 
I cumatances. we fear that evidence tending to prove 
i Oswald innocent might be discarded and evidence prov- 
ing him guilty might be developed out of proportion or 
even created. 

The Justice Department has already privately ex- 
pressed "disappointment" with the FBI report, fear- 
ing that it "has left too many questions unanswered." 

The stakes are big 

The FBI Investment in a Warren Commission find- 
ing identical with Its own cannot be emphasized 
too boldly. Should the Warren Commission reach and 
publish a conclusion substantially different from the 
one submitted so publicly by the FBI. public confidence 
in the FBI would be so shaken as, in all likelihood, to 
render the FBI as it is now constituted, almost abso- 
lutely useless. One can assume that the FBI wishes to 
avoid that result. 

It may be argued on many different levels of govern- 
mental life that a finding by the commission that an 
American lynched In a Dallas courthouse might be in- 
nocent, would result in the further destruction of the 
American image abroad. 

It will be extremely difficult for any commission, in 
these circumstances, to bear the responsibility imposed 
upon it. For the sake of our country let us hope that 
Justice Bari Warren, a fair and great American, may 
successfully guide his commission through the sea of 
hatmLjand malice surrounding this case in its search 
for the truth. — ■ 


— An era of understanding . 

Tliere are those who have said mnch good may 
come from this assassination, that a new era of un- 
derstanding and unity may result. I doubt tiit> Ftosn 
hate comes hate, nom murder — os we have already 
seen— Aurder. And from hysteria— rejecttoa of ttw 
great Angto-Sasmn tradltloa of Justice. But If It is pos- 
sible to leave behind us the America of violenee and 
malice, our national renaissance must begin with a 
respect for law and disdain for the hysteria that hea 
thus far made fair conside ra ti on of thu case im- 
possible. 

Our national conscience must reject the massive 
media conviction of Oswald — pvtsaaed to be inneeent 
— and begin to examine and to analyse the evidence. 
We must recognise that the same reckless disregard for 
human life and decency that resulted In the desdh of 
our President resulted also In the death of Oswald while 
in police custody. And. before that. It resulted In the 
destruction of every right belonging to an American 
accused of a crime. The press, the radio and the tele- 
vision stations shme that guilt. 

The law enforcement officials, however, beginning 
with District Attorney Wade, who falsely stated evi- 
dence to the entire world repeatedly and who gave lead- 
ership to the development of a carnival atmosphere, 
must bear history’s harshest Judgment. 

You are the Jury. You are the only Jury that Lee 
Harvey Oswald will ever have. 

A terrible crime has been committed. A young, vital 
and energetic leader of perhaps the world's most pow- 
erful nation has been killed by the cowardly act of a 
hidden assassin. The murderer or murderers were mo- 
tivated by diseased minds or by such depths of malice as 
to approach that state. We will perbstps never know 
their motives. We must, however, know and approve 
of our own conduct aud our own motives. 

We begin with a return to an old American tradition 
— the pwesumptlon of Innocence. We begin with you. 

Let those who would deny a fair conslderatbm of 
the evidence to Oswald because of a rage inspired, 
they say, by their devotion to the late President, ponder 
this thought: If Oswald la innocent — and that is a pos- 
sibility that cannot now be denied — then the assassin 
of President Kennedy remains at large. 
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UNITED STATES^ 


ENT OF JUSTICE 


Mmtor'hAum 


FROM : 


'Howaird WiLlena 
Executive Assistant 
Criminal Division 

'Gerald Shur 


date: 


December IS, 1963 


GStejb 


Ruby 


Pursuant to your conversation with Henry Petersen, I am 
forwarding to you various memoranda written in connection with 
our efforts to determine whether or not Jack Ruby had any rack- 
eteer connections* 

Also enclosed are various income tax returns we 
An income tax investigation of 

has been requested, since no income tax returns filed by him in 
recent jnears were located. 

In connectto^jith Henry Petersen's memorandum concerning 
a caller named it should be noted this information was 

given to the FBI and, in addition, approximately 50 motels and 
hotels in Washington were called in an unsuccessful effort to 
locate him. 

All names of Ruby's associates known to us were checked 
in the Department indices as well as the files of the Organized 
Crime Section. 

Toll call analysis of Earl Ruby, Jack's brother, who resides 
in Detroit, revealed he made a long distance call, in May, 1963, to 
the James 0, Welch Company, Catihridge, Kkssachusetts. Since Robert 
0. Welch, founder of the John Birch Society was an officer of the 
company, we have reviewed substantially all of the Department files 
on the John Birch Society with negative results. A few files remain 
to be reviewed. ; 
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D«o*Bb«r 16 t 1963 


H«)or«bl« J. L*« Rankin 
Vatarana of Poraiga Wars Building 
2nd Straat and Maryland Avanua* H« £• 
tfaahington* D* C* 

Daar Kr« Rankin* 

I am aaelaaiag a oopy of tha raport praparad by 
tha Dapartaant of Stata which goaa into thair daaliaga 
with Oawald in aasMwhat «ora datail than tha FBI raport* 

Hr» Ahraa Chayaa is tha Stata Dapartaant contact and ha 
can provide tha underlying docuiMnta for tha Cowaiaaion 
whan and if y«t wiah than* Thia raport has haan cbackad 
hara in tha Dapartaant of Juatiea against tha underlying 
papers and» X aa told by ay staff that* it is a full and 
aompletm account. 

I am also attaching for your inforaation a aaaorandua 
m tha conflict of interest laws which I think you may find 
of interest and asaiatanea. 


I have arranged for a court raportar to tranacriba 
today's proeaadinga* and I baliava ha will ba available 
to you in tha future if you wish hln. Should you wish to 
enter into a contract in this connection, I an told that 
tha Aldarscm fim is tha most reliable. 

Please let ne know if I can be of any further 
assistance to you. 



Sincerely, 




Nicholas deB. Katzeabach 
De^ty Attorney Senextal 
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Mr. Howard Wi liens 
Executive Assistant 
Criminal Division 
Room 2111 


Sent to you for your review as 
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WAGOOXER CARR 

ATXORXKY GK^fBRAL. 





A'ITTOIRXIE^' 


Austim^ 11, ‘Tkxa.s 
I>«e«mber 16, 1963 






Ho&orabl« £^rl Warm 
Chairman 

Tha Praaldent'a Commlaalon 
The NatloDal Archives 
Washington. C. 


Dear Chief Justice Warren: 

I gratefully acknowledge receipt of your letter of Dec«nber 6. 
1963. following the visit Mr. Leon Jaworski and 1 had with you. 

Although I have previously accepted orally your invitation ex- 
tended in behalf of the Commission to participate in its work. 

X want again to accept such responsibility in behalf of Texas. 
Because of such participation in l^e work of the Commission, 
Texas will postpone its Court of hiquiry pending a decision that 
it would serve a useful purpose in addition to the Commission's 
investigation. 

1 appreciate that the Commission is aware of the deep interest 
of Texas in a full determination of all the facts surrounding the 
tragic events which occiurred within its borders. I cannot over 
emphasize the eagerness of the people of Texas to assume their 
responsibility in this regard in the most effective way. We have 
postp^ed our state inquiry on the basis of your invitation to 
participate in the Commission work. We now stand ready. 

1 have appointed Mr. Leon Jaworski of Houshm and Dean Robert 
G, Storey of Dallas to serve with me in our mutual search for 
the truth. Dean Storey was ajqpointed subsequent to the visit 
Mr. Jaworski and I had with you. 1 know you are acquainted 
with Dean Storey but 1 am enclosing some information on his 
many accomplishments. 




Honorable Earl Warren 
December 16, 1963 

Page 2 


It ia our sincere desire to work most closely with the Commission 
so that, as you state in your letter ''we can responsibly meet 
our independent obligations^ 


Yours very truly. 


Waggoner Carr 


WCzcr 

Enclosure 

bcc: Honorable Nicholas deB. Katzenbach 
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Mr, Katzenbach 


NdeBKzbjm 


D«cwb«r 27, 1963 


I 


0 


L 3 


D«ar Mr. Rankins 

Do«s th* Coafld.aeion hava any 
thoughts with raspaet to' tha attaehad 
latter? 

Sinoaraly, 

Nieholaa daB* Katzenbach 


Enoloaura 


Mr. J. Lea Rankin 
President's Coauniasion 
4th Floor 

200 Maury land Avenue, H.E. 
Washington, D» C. 













The: Legal Adviser 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 




December 9, 1963 


MEMORANDUM 


TO; Mr. Katzenbach 

SUBJECT: Lee Harvey Oswald 


Enclosed are two copies of the Report of the 
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"y 12/20/63 


Honorable J* Lee Rankin 
Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Building 

2nd and Maryland Avenue, 
N.E. 

Washington, D. C. 


The attached neiaoL of December 9 , 
1363, from Philip W, Lowry and letter 
of December 11, 1963, from. Le^ard 
H, Bebchick were sent to ae. 



Nicholas deB. Katzenbach 


File 

HPW 








12/9/63 


Mr, De Loach 
FBI 

Rook 5S2S 



Per our phone conversation, the attached 
are for packaging & return to me* 

Thank you. 


HdeBK 


File 

HPW 



12 / 9/63 




cct 


,sx.ce oy nana - 

Mr. Allen W. Dulles — “^ /^--^ 7‘=a*5’ .o 

y)^, John McCloy - NYC (MR. De LOACH 
will send directly) 

v^en. Richard B. Russell T \ . 

Sen. John Sherman Cooper-^ ^ ^ ifiQ. tO 

.... o £- ...a^e-7^ 


Original to go to Chief Justice by hand 

^I4'e nJL^Oil vie UUXXtSCS 

De LOACH 


*^Cong» Hale Boggs— 3' 


Cong. Gerald R. 
Director. FBI 

Jr- 


Ford, Jr. 












Mr. DeLoach will package reports with ccs 
Itr to Chief Justice S return to us for 
delivery by messenger to each of above 
listed, with exception of John McCloy, 

Call each office before delivery to insure 
personal receipt. 
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OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 


WASHINGTON 25, D.C. 

%% 0«c«mb«r 19^3 





Thaak you for yome a copy of whi^ I am passing 

ato n g to fho raspons I M s pooj^. vrhmn sU fhs evidsacs 
is in* svstt Ac xQSSt skspticat wlU* I'm snrs* bo 


X'm to lisar tfut yon ars doing what ssems Hie* 
intsssstiag woric* and I hops yonr personal sitnation 
vill bs improved vary soon. 


^aesrsly* 


Adam Tarmolinsky 

oe: Mr. N. Katasnbach (w/cy incoming) 
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Mr. Adam larmolinsky v • ; f; ^ f ■ 

Office of the Secretary of Defense ■? 

Washington 2?, DX. 

Dear Adam: ?. i 

t' ■ ■ 

This letter is addressed to you because (1) I think you may be more likely 
to find some of ny ideas pla\isible than most others to 'whom I might irrite^ and (2) 
if you do find them plausible^ you will know how and to whom to comnunicate then. 

! I have certain unorthodox ideais about the assassizsation of the President. 
These seem to me no more than the most obvious conmon sense hypotheses ^ and I suspect 
that the reason they have received so little consideration in newspapers and news 
magazines is that it is connionly assumed that Osnnld must have been *' insane I and there 
is a naive belief that an "insane" person may do anything at all, with neither moti- 
vation nor pattern to his behavior. 

i • . V 

r ' 

(Before continxiing, I should mention that my reading on the case has been 
thoroughly inadequate. Because of extrone pressure of work, there have even heen some 
days when I entirely missed seeing acy newspaper. Furthermore, reporting of important 
details seems to me to have been extraordinarily inadequate. For example, I have at 
hand copies of the Times (Nov. 24, Sect. 1, p. 2) and Newsweek (Dec. 2, p. 2l) with 
statements that the bullet that struck Governor Connally "lodged" in his tliigh, but 
I read in Life (this past week's issue— not at hand) that one bullet was found in the 
President* e body, one on the floor of the car, and one on the President's stretcher 
(on to which it had no doubt crawled). One thing that I certainly learned while 
working on my ill-fated book is that casual reeding in newspai>ers is not sufficient 
for conect reasoning on complex questions. But since those who are comparatively 
well informed, about the case seem to be reasoning very inadequately, maybe I can do 
better despite knowing less.) i - 


First consider motivation. Oswald clearly does not fit the pattern of John 
'ffilkes Booth, performing for the audience of history. Nor does he match tlie classic 
pattern of the paranoiac with his femtasies of threats and accusations. Obviously ha 
was neurotically violent and resentful, but there was some degree of rationali*^ in 
his reseotsient,^ as is clearly evident in the letter he wrote to complain about his' 
dishonorable discharge. It is conceivable that if he >v»d been given notice of dis- 
missal at such a time right after his second child was bom, ha might have reacted 
violently and killed as a protest against the injustices of capitalism. However, the 
news reports I have seen have stated that his work at the book depository was ^ ooiw 
sidered ^equate, and have made no mention of dismissal. Furthexmore, if he killed 
as an act of protest, then he probably would have protested in words a» well* 


The natural, obvious, c omn o n— swMe motivation in a man who was auparently 




leceniber 1963 


(jiiite devoted to his q.idte attractive vifo, who htui jxiat had a second bahy boin, 
who had a sorry record of employment and who could not even afford to live with his 
family, and who had a little while before shouted over the telephone, **Hooztty! I've 
got a job!" is money and/or job security* Therefore, oy first assun^tion is that he 
was promised one or both as paynent for whatever }>art it was that he played in the 
crime* Furthermore, it follows from this argument about motivation that he wanted to 
live and expected to remain free* SODixafBxa His panicky flight and struggle against 
capture also indicate a desire to live* Therefore a second assuooption is that he was 
promised not only financial an reward but also an air-tight alibi and other protection* 

. i ' ' - 

i • t " . i r 

' If these first hypotheses are plausible, we next have the probleDi of moti- 
vation among his hypothetical employers* As far as I can see, the only significant 
way in wMch anyone might plausibly (<iv9n though mistalcenly) have ei]q>ected Jofans<m 
to differ from Kennedy is in regard to integration* 

Now consider whether it is plausible that a man who would coolly plan to 
bring his lunch so that he would not geb hungry diuring a few minutes' wait to kill 
the President of the United States would make no plan whatsoever for an aJ.ibi, 
disposal of the rifle, or for a getawnj^ It is far more plausible that tho fried 
chicken and soda pop were consumed by someone who had been hiding in the room since 
early moxning. And it semns to me virtually cert«.in that that incriminating flight, 
by bus and taxi to his rooming house and then to the theatre means that sociething had 
happened that he had not expected* No doubt he vent to his rooning house to get his 
revolver; it is difficult to imagine any other need so great as to make him go to 
that most dangerous place* And apparently he was in such terror that he did not ' 
even think to pick up the nysterious $150 later found there. And his hiding in the 
theatre fits exactly the picture of a man confronted by the totally uneven ted who 
is despe;rately trying to get a chance to think* Obviously something unexp«»cted had 
happened. 

It the foregoing reasoning is correct, the most plausible bypothosis is „ j 
that be had suddenly become aware that be was not going to be given the promised i ' 
protection but instead would be frtuned for the total crime* It was obviowt to him 
that with his background he would be suspected* furthermore, there was absolutely . . 
no way for him to remove tbs rifle from the build Lng with the police alreaily there* ' 

Therefore his only possible means of escape was t<> flee, leaving all the erridence 
behind him. (The December 9 issue of Newsweek coiiraents: "But, almost as though he 

were courting capture, he left a litter of evidence behind in the sixth-floor V' 

sniper's nest*") 

1' feel some moderate degree of conviction about the correctness of sy ^ ' 

arguments iqp to this point* But on the next question, of precisely wliat role Oswald 
played, I am mcertain* 1 see three possibilities: (l) His peurt was only to supply 

the rifls* (2) fie shot only Governor Connally sni expected that the postulated ^ 

accomplice would be shooting at Governor Connally also* (3) He shot both toen* An 
argument against this third hypothesis is that if he had known the President would 
be killed he would perhaps have been afraid that no alibi, however strong, could 
protect someone with his record* The second ]pss± hypothesis is untensble if sU 


Adam Tarmolrnsky 
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Adam Yarmolinsky 


December 7, 1963 


three biillets really did come from Oswald's rifle. I have already uidicated that the 
inconsistent reports zsgaxdxHg about vhere the bullets were found have raised some 
doubts in my mind. I would like to know through what sequence of hands they passed 
before they reached the FBI. Of course this second hypothesis ^ if at all tenable^ 
requires that stxne members of the police were in the plot. If this was the case, 
then it could have seemed completely plausible to Oswald that the rifle would not be 
found. On the other hand, with either the first or third hypothesis, it is noi 
essential to assume the police were involved. Some of tho more respected citizens in 
supervisory positions in the building could have promised they would find a way, to 
remove the rifle, «md that they would sqeara to have seen some strange person c^ak i n g 
a getaway from t^ building with a package of rifle size, in addition to swearing that 
Oswald had been with them all the time. In any event, my theory, in every possible fj 
variation, requires confederates in the building, on the police force, or both^ 

This completes the principal part of my theory. Of course I have ide^ about 
other matters s\ich as why Oswald sought permission for travel to Russia via Cr^, and 
about Ills own murder, but there is no problem in rounding out a total pictiire ,in one 
way or another once one b«J* assuned the main portion of it. And hence (word learned 
from Editor l^rmolinsky) I think I've said enough for the present. /■, 


r.:;: !•! 
iri 




¥ith beat regards, 



P.S. Perhaps I ought to add a little news about myself, plus a couple of other remarks. _ 
No Easy ^ay has of course been abandoned as impossible. I expect to do something else 
for Doubleday, and perhaps even soon. Currently I am thinlcing of doing something on 
what I believe to be fundamental philosophical errors made by most psychologists (e.g., 
in their attit\ides toward parsimony, introspection, and anthropomorphic reasoning). 

I have been working for IBM since June 1962, and during the past six months I have bad 
permission to work on whatever I think best, and have also worked when (usually 80 hours 
a week or more) and where (usually at home) I wanted. two projects have been and 
are a new lype of mathematical optimization procedure (somewhat similar to linear pro- 
granming, but handling a qxiite different category of problems) and a neurophysiological 
coding theory covering transmission and storage of space-time patterns of neuron activiiy. 
How much, if anything, will come of either I don't yet know. In every other way, eoccept for 
th is wonderCul fre edom (plus, I guess, a regular income), I intensely ^slik^m^ituation 
in Among other things, I have had exactly zero dates inHHHm|B with 
l oca!^^ffl8^ Saonly a very few with girls irtio dropped in from elsewhereorim^^i saw 
inV|H^HB (since I gave ny apartment there last January). All ny life I have had 
a tSoenc^^ sacrifice the present for the future, bo^no^^^hu reached an almost 
intolerable extreme and I am determined to get out of as soon as my work 

has progressed a little further. A year or so ago^^reaoareport In Science about 

a debate you had with soaieone on civil defense, with lengthy quotations from your 
remarks. I thoroughly enjoyed what you said, and would like a copy if you have any. 

(This was not the debate with Norman Thomas,, but with some sociologist, I belike. In 
con nection with t he former, when I said I had no 17 set and hence of eoiirse bad ndssed 
lt,^||H|PHH ms out for i^y snobbishness*) I hope you received the l^ook on . 

ChittS^C^^^Mu!!^ back to you several months ago, and also hope — and Msumet — ’ that 





UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

t 


Db^ARTMENT OF JUSTICE 



TO : Herlaert J. Miller, Jr. date: December 6, I963 

Assls1:ant Attorney General, Criminal Division 

► 

^ROM : John J. Cassidy 


subject: MEMORAMDUM OP CONVEBSATION 


Last nl£^t I received a phone call framjjjHmHm 
in Chicago followed hy a phone call which I made 
morning. He reported to me the following information: 



investigation his leads lead him to a urx reporter who was 
investigating not only the murder in question hut a suspected 
relationship between Ruhy, Dorfman and the President’s 
assassln^ion. Upon careful interrogation the UPI reporter 
told^pH||tbat there were 5 UPI reporters that had been brou^t 
unica® 


into Chlca^ to 
Dorfman and the 
will call me at 


Investigate a suspected link between Ruby, 
assassination. |||||||||||H|plll contact | 
approximately 4 p.m. this afternoon. 


who 
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Mr. Nicholas deB. Katzenbadi December 6, 1963 

Deputy Attorney General 


Herbert J, Miller, Jr. 

Assistant Attorney General, Criminal Division 


Jam es Lee Rankin 



^5M 


1 have reviewed the ”B” file which contains FBI reports 
covering their investigations in 1953 when he became an Assistant 
Attorney General in the Department of Justice and again in 1955 
when he was appointed Solicimr General. He was given a "Q” 
clearance in 1957. All persons interviewed spoke most highly 
of Mr. Rankin and no derogatory information was iK)ted in the file. 


Personnel files of Mr. Rankin are in Missouri and cannot 
be obtained until next Tuesday. I checked with the FBI and while 
they are sure they have no d^ogatory Information on Mr. Rankin 
th^ have approximately 50 references to him and it will take 
approximately three to four hours to assemble these references 
and give a definitive answer. 
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Mr. Katzenbach: 

General Cax>r dictated the following seseage for 
you. Ho imd Mr. Jaworski left for lunch about 1?:45 
and will stop in here on their return. 

•^e had a nice visit with Mr. Hoover. 

The only thing left that we know we laust 
or should do is attend the Presidential 
Special Coenission aeeting this after- 
noon and follow that with the proposed 
TV and press conference which should be 
arranged by Mr. Guthsan. Then, after 
this, the President has asked that we 
cone by his office. Then we are ready 
to go to Texas. In all probability 
the President's visit will make us 
miss our commercial flight, and we 
will have to depend on you for your 
offered transportation." 


Ann Marie 


The following is a list of reporters who have tried to 
contact General Carr. Mr. Jaworski thought Mr. Guthman 
might want to contact them in the event a press conference 
was held. 

Felton West "Houston Post" 

Carol Foley "Houston Chronicle" 

Sarah McClendon 

Seth Kant or UPI 

John Mashek (phonetic) "Dallas News" 

Tex Easley AP 




Mr. Katzenbach: 

Mr, DeLoach called to tell you Messrs. 
Carr S Jaworski had a very nice conver- 
sation with the Director for approximately 
fifteen (15) minutes duration. It was 
very friendly, and when they left the 
Director’s office they went with Mr. 
DeLoach to his office, 

Mr. DeLoach said "we approve the press 

release and so advised them insofar as 
\ 

the FBI is concerned." 


Ann Marie 
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THE CHIEF JUSTICE 



^nprejtw (Etmxt af States 

2 ^, B. Q^. 

December 5, 1963 


Honorable Nicholas deB. Katzenbach, 

Deputy Attorney General, 

Justice Department, 

Washington 25, D. C. 

My dear General: 

In accordance with our telephone conversation, I am 
enclosing herewith copy of the letter I received from the Attorney 
General of Texas. 


Sincerely, 



\M9—// 
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Is «C tlw £m* ttet tte Bsmaiuiil €kmmiamimBt 
WninfeaA Iqr to wp o rt. iqpott all foeta 

l«fea ?m«l(3cat 9mmm^ im ■— tJiHig to4iQf » 11^ ny ka /- i 

iai. to joa ant oMa aMiiro of tlia Or— iioloa to aaiplM v'-’i 

mm Mtiiso of tkm mnarn Comxt of Im^gf to macH M ^ 
ai9aoUaot*s ototiMNMk tfr*^ft* t***y tifeo Oooalooioo apoQdLfl<^ 
mXkf aaftamf* W i il# oo fool « apodal saapaooiblllty 
to Oaoalop tha faeta* aa asa a B artaaa to d» a aa j y tM at ia 
aaa poaaip to faamtata tta of tiai n » ^ n o f o nt wd 

«ita affaat to tiia aga a i J« at »a 4aaixa that it ha tha ealy 
TmOjf to sapact aoadbtaioaa* 

X 

It nmr ha halipfal to «i^aia fijcat Um dxcoootaacaa 
laartlwg to mm vxmMjom of tha Cbaaet of Za«|aix:f» thojf 
aaphaaiao tha ax t a at to ahioh it ia mm pxodaat of fadanl'-> 
tato coop or a t ioa * My atataaaat aaaoandng that a Court 
of Zaqpdxy aeal4 ho co a t aa a d aaa tiaa product of a oenfarai^ 
with tha Mhito Baaaa* aad tha Nhita Bouaa staff joiaad tha 
doaazaar'a offiaa ladl ay offiea la panqpariaa tha actual 
font of atataoaat* Xt aaa £olt that aiaoa tho tragic oaaeta 
toot plaoa is faxaa» pra a pt aoaaara a dioold ha tah«i hy 
Vaaaa a at hor i tiaa to a a a o a ca tha paiqplc of faaaa that a 
thosaag^ aad gaaponaihla iaaaatiaatioa of all lha facta 
aaa l i l ha aada hy a hady hadjag poaar to adhihiatas aatha 
aad taaa a a ahpo a aaa .. aiac a thaa ua haaa haaa uedciag ia 
daaa a a epar a t ioa aidi tha Wdta haaaa staff* tha 
Boat of JOatiaa and tha fOdarml Baraaa of Xaiaatiyatism* 
haaiataat Attaraay Oaaaral Millar aaaa to tdcaa feor tha 
SMKBpoaa of rta a oaatrat.i a g oar oooparatioa* fha #tata of 
tacaa plaoad all ita files aad aoidbaaea ia tha haada of 
tha fOrtaral har aaa of XavMtigatlm* 
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WttMUMIMi (HBi < P« «tl i ll— • VnAMT 0«ldl MQf W 
POT —i w i t a i Pmt puK ^ u q r tl» malt •< ialaa taattawy* 
lb fall tTiwipt im fcipe, 

SIw oxi^pljaa. «MMMnMB«MMi!t g M W i wmmwmm that tl» - 
iiKVKixp ao«14 iMi cjniii iii tt i l la a caaeafttl aad rajpnnatMa 
taAlaa Iqr AMlsf tlatt it ifotOA to aon*M»M tar 
• ttnYiMp '•a«n«ciJL vt to a rawj to wwparattwi vLto tto local 
Mclto«iti4Mi» with tho «li •£ <SM» ax ■oia ontliwwit attccMfs 
«• tp o ci ol nowM o l ^ toem !■«•» f— it1 af post 

pnaitoit e£ «to ttoao «t«to tor m« « tomtr prooidoBt of 
ito i trlBia tollafa •£ totol toMyan* toa ayiaod to Mxoa 
to ftot eapad^ X m topotol toat Mart to toMap» Xa|», 
a pato pmato ta t «f tto to a rtitw tor toaoatottoi* am alaa 
apraa to oarto* Xto t r parttotpattoa gaartotoai ttot tto 
paooMidtoy will to aoatoetod caap atoa tly tad alto ao par» 
paaa mmaafft toll totoloptoat a£ too toeto. 


ttoaa patota eoacaratog tto Coart of Zayoixy say to 
of toa c A al totorato to tto rhaaUiton. 

1* ita aettoittos alll oot toaolao ptollcotioa of 
tto Boport of tto totosal tora oo of toaotoigattoa^ toila 
to ton oaoond* totli jpxlaatoly aad to ptolle otataooato 
ttot tto Idto t ity of aatorial altnoatoB» lal flaano^ Itoo* 
satosy fiaHafa» ato. mri a to aada aaontola to tto atato 
af toaaat tto X«lkiX» r ^P tot itaaXf aeald to aaittor pto*- 
Itotoi aer l a ttod aea d to ayiaa a ca ■ Xto Caort of tonify 
tdXl attra ita oaa raoaad. 
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tm SlHr Ohm TnKxnlTX m^km m «a»» 

i9Hi •■■■IttMIlMi Iqf fSift iMrtt ^inlUjEitti aftsbMMiys* ' 

X iipMfc Xw ail a£ tikm X aair tkaX you aMHi Inma 

aa Xaaa at laiMatiiaag atatanita alMMt aMI tte aniXMMMi 


X«. «lia tbaat at la^yitry alii la aHMacaat aaly «i*l 

tXa laiaapaat aaaaiaf aaf f na at 0MMaa6ir CSoanailiPs aat 
a^at ad Xtilia f at Xaa Xa gfa y f ianalrf* fOa tha lattw aeaaa 
aa lAail laaa ta luftMi aot la ta^iadlca ia jaqf aa(t tha- 
tdal at aMk Xalqrv tlafe la aaa aaaa a a tiai iaeai dlatotiat 
aM a aa ay alll ait tdlli aa.} Xa aaiar ta aatisJl^ Ha paajiia 

X9 

X m lafatai tlait tla acaic at Ha Caaat at Xaqpiayp 
aaafltat ta aaHaf a xaaact at aaa» «aafelaoay« will hm 
laiptal ta Ha Chaataalaa* Hat ia aar yxiaazy paxpeae# 
aat aa uea aaaiaaa ta Hapa tba laipiixjf ia ahilaiai axQf 
la aaat lali^Cal ta tla a»it taata* 

Ha aairtiaira aiU la lia a glt aat aat taatad ly Ha 

atU mil lai ^ T i lima ta t*** l^adal Ooaadaaloa* 

Cbavt at Xaaaixgp caa ba raefarfiaadj it Ha Chaalaaioa xa» 
aiBaata* ta paxsaa a^r aaa laarta. luelipa it ia aaii3ca3ly* 
lat Haxa ia at iaaat Ha paaailftitar Hat Ha caaxt at 
Taqpixy *a paaav at amlpBaBa aaald paava at aaiaa ta Ha 

Tiraaai#| itt«a aa Ha ai|^ aHamiaa iaatliia to taatitr« 
MaaUt'# Ha aaxy taat Hat Haaa aaa aa iatptixy aitl 
aitaaaaaa Iaaat ia f al lia< Ha laaaasi at Htal aaa lataaa 
Ha ttaaaiaaiaa* atglt laat ataaagth ta Ha finawil Mtaa^a 
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UNITED STATES GOVEIt v^IENT 

Memorandum 


Mr. Miller 


FROM 



r. Foley 


subject: ,, 


^ ,^’ARTMENT OF JUSTICE 



From a review of the large number of letters which 
have been referred to this Division on the subject of the 
assassination of President Kennedy, I believe a few 
generalizations are warranted; 1) There is almost complete 
agreement among the writers that Oswald was not acting 
alone and that Ruby killed him to prevent him from talking. 

In this connection many writers point to the obvious look of 
recognition on Oswald's face which was apparent in the TV 
shows prior to the instant that Oswald recognized what Ruby 
was about to do. 2) The writers vary in their estimate of 
who was Ruby's principal. Their guesses range from Castro, 
etc. on the left to H. L. Hunt and General Walker on the 
right, many point to the racketeering element, incensed by 
the recent exposure of Cosa Nostra, others to Hoffa and the 
Teamsters and a few toi Madam Nhu. Most of our letters do 
not concern themselves with the left wing and I believe the 
Records Division is routing letters of that type to the Internal 
Security Division. 3) The letters are nearly universal in the 
condemnation of the Dallas Police Department --at least for 
ineptness if not more. 4) A very few praise Ruby for elfeminating 
0swald. 5) Almost every letter expresses personal condolences 
to the Attorney General. Many urge him to remain in public 
office and some urge him to run for public office in 1964, either 
as President or Vice -Presidential candidate. 




In view of the nature of these letters I believe ‘ - 

of them probably should be answered and I would, 
that we answer them simply as follows: 

The Attorney General has asked me to uc.^ 

acknowledge receipt of your letter of \A.G CriKlixial 

and to thank you for your thoughtfulness in writing. 

If the foregoing is acceptable to you, I will undertake to /OL/ 
have all the letters that require a response answered in '1 

accordance with the foregoing^ 




